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Americas Section of the World Catalog Updated 

Robert Littrell (#3932) 
 
Twenty-eight years ago, the venerable Robert J. 
Schwerdt edited the American Section catalog. Now 
it is revised and updated. 
 
The subject matter of the volume is South America, 
Central America, the Caribbean and North America 
with the exceptions of Canada and the United States.  
There is some overlap with the U.S. Catalog in Puerto 
Rico and the Canal Zone. 
 
The project included taking the patterns reported in 
1992 which formed the core of the new edition and 
then improving those images by straightening them 
and completing many partial patterns. To that base we 
added much new material. For instance, in the Cuba 
section eight new postal patterns were added which is 
remarkable since it started out with twenty. Chile 
revenues have ballooned from 96 patterns to more 

than 200 thanks to scans furnished by Dan Baugher, 
Douglas Cutler, Patrick Durbano and the author. We 
were even able to add patterns to the well-researched 
country of Argentina. 
 
Several patterns were transferred to other categories. 
For instance, the M.C./A. and M.C./B. patterns of the 
Leeward Islands were previously classified “B” for 
revenue. We now know that they were affixed by the 
Magistrate Court, Divisions A & B, so they are now 
classified as officials. Likewise the starburst pattern 
of Uruguay was previously classified as a postal 
pattern, but now we know that it was used as a 
cancellation punch on an international payment 
coupon we have classified it as an official. Here are 
some of the new postal patterns. I have left out three 
Cuban patterns which are roughly made.) 

 
 
 
 
 
Argentina 
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Brazil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cuba 

Jamaica 
 
 
 

 
 
Chile 
 

 

 
   Peru 

 
 
 
Mexico 
 

 
 
Most, but not all, of these patterns remain 
unidentified as to the owner of the pattern.   
The volume will be available in softbound copy and 
as a .pdf file making it easy to add it to your library. 

Prices through the Club’s Publication Sales 
Manager (Steve Sherman - see p. 42) will be: 
    Club members         Others 
 Hard copy -  $30      $35 
 Pdf file  $10    $15

 
Sheltering in place and bored? 

How about taking up a new hobby? Write a virus-free article for the Bulletin about some aspect of your old 
hobby – perfin collecting. There are literally thousands of possibilities for Internet research into the users of 

previously undocumented patterns. Have a favorite pattern or company – write about it! 
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American Philatelic Research Library Holdings 
Relating to Perfins (part 3 of 3) 

 
Portugal 
Cardona, Jose A. [2002]. Catálogo dos selos perfurados de Portugal, Açores, Madeira e ex-colonias.  
Cardona, Jose A. [2003.] Perfins of Portugal, Azores, Madeira and ex-colonies.  
Everett, R. c1988. A catalogue of the perfins of Portugal and Portuguese overseas provinces. 
Ferreira, Jose Rodrigo Dias. 1978. Catalogo de perfuracoes em selos de correio de Portugal. 
 
Romania 
Erós, László. 1983. Catalog de perforaţii Româneşti.  
Eros, Laszlo. 1989. Catalog of Romanian perfins. 
Erós, László. 1996. Catalog de perforaţii comerciale si oficiale Româneşti = Catalogue des perforations 

commerciales et officielles Roumaines. 
Eros, Laszlo; Schwerdt, Robert J. 1991. Catalog of Romanian perfins. Supplement no.1. 
Eros, Laszlo; Schwerdt, Robert J. 1993. Catalog of Romanian perfins. Supplement no.2. 
Eros, Laszlo; Schwerdt, Robert J. 2000. Catalog of Romanian perfins. Supplement no.3. 
Perfins Club. 1970. The perfins of Romania.  
 
South Africa 
Hagen, H.S. 1985. Railway stamps of South Africa : the railway parcels, newspaper and official stamps of the 

South African railways and of the various administrations which preceded it.  
 
Spain 
Everett, R.P. c1985. A catalogue of Spanish perfins. 
Pérez Rodríguez. 1992. Catalogo perforaciones, classic y modernas, en los sellos de correos de España. 
 
Sweden 
Bergman, Leif. 1981. Svenska skyddsperforeringar.  
Bergman, Leif. 1981. Swedish perfins.  
 
Switzerland 
Baer, Martin. 1998. CH perfins: Die privat Gelochten Marken der Schweiz = Les timbres perfores privees de 

Suisse = The private perfins of Switzerland / Baer, Martin. 1998. -- Zürich:  
Baer, Martin. 2014. Swiss perfins: Katalog der privat gelochten Marken der Schweiz = Catalogue de timbres 

perforés privé de la Suisse = Catalogue of privately perforated stamps of Swizerland.  
Ganz, Felix. 1972. Perfins of Switzerland: an album - catalogue = Durchlochte Marken der Schweiz : Album - 

Katalog . 
Ganz, Felix. 1972. Perfins of Switzerland [working draft] : an album - catalogue = Durchlochte Marken der 

Schweiz : Album - Katalog.  
Hurlimann, Robert. c1985. CH perfins: Die gelochten Marken der Schweiz = Les timbres perfores de Suisse = 

The perfins of Switzerland. 
 
Tasmania 
Andersen, D.W. 1985. Perfins of Tasmania.  
 
United States 
Andersen, Peter H.S. c1980. The Perfins Club list of Danish perfins (firma perforerede stamps). 
Balough, Joseph J. 1979. Catalog of United States perfins. [2nd ed.] 
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Balough, Joseph J. 1982. First update of the catalog of US perfins. [A&C for Balough 1979.] 
Cain, Claude W. n.d. Relative ratings of U.S. perfins.. 
Cummings, William W. 2001. Delaware precancels, perfins ; a living catalog (5/14/2001 ; version #3.0.) 
Cummings, William W. 2001. Delaware precancels, perfins ; a living catalog. 
Cutler, Douglas J. 1991. A&C #6 of 1991. [A&C for Balough 1979.] 
 [Endicott, Steve.] The addendum to the Catalog of United States perfins (Addendum edition #2). 
Endicott, Stephen. 2018. Catalog of United States perfins: a catalog of perfins in United States postage stamps 

1908-2018. 4th ed. [both hardbound and soft cover] 
Gooding, John A. [n.d.] A checklist of United States perfins used by banks, trust companies, and related 

institutions. 
Gray, Robert. 1987. Railroad perfins of the railroads of the United States and Canada ; affiliates : non operating 

associations, bureaus, agencies ([2nd ed.]).  
Harris, James P. 1966. Railroad perfins of the railroads of the United States and Canada ([1st. ed.]). 
Lougee, K.F. n.d. U.S. perfins.  
Lougee, K.F. n.d. U.S. perfins [electronic resource].  
Lougee, K.F. 1966.  Catalog of United States perfins (1st illustrated ed.)  
[Lougee, K. F.] 1969-1974. Corrections of, and additions to, the 1962-1965 [sic] mimeographed perfin 

catalogue. [#1-21] 
Mewhinney, Richard L 1970. A history of the Perfins Club. 
Mistretta, Paul A. 1999. Checklist of United States perfins: companion to John M. Randall's Catalog of United 

States Perfins published by The Perfins Club in 1998. 
Mongan, Arthur J. [2006.] U.S. REV - PERFINS: a catalogue of United States revenues and fiscal documents 

with perforated or cut out initials, numbers and/or designs (Draft ed.; Version 05/2006.) 
Mongan, Arthur J. [2007.] U.S. REVS - PERFINS: a catalogue of United States revenues and fiscal documents 

with perforated or cut out initials, numbers and/or designs (Draft ed. ; Version 04/2007) /  
Mongan, Arthur J. c2007. U.S. revs-perfins : a handbook: a handbook of perforated or punched initials, 

numbers and/or designs in United States revenues and fiscal documents, concolidated [sic] volumes 1, 2 & 3 
(Library ed. ; Version 10/2007). 

Mongan, Arthur J. c2008. U.S. REVS - PERFINS: a handbook of perforated or punched initials, numbers 
and/or designs in United States revenues and fiscal documents. 1st ed., version 4/2008 - 3 v. 

Murray, L.R.; Kenneth, Robert; Pruess, Kenneth. [n.d.] [List of revenues ... compiled by L.R. Murray and 
Robert Kenneth. Double-punched dates on Nebraska stamps by Kenneth P. Pruess ; list from Bob Sperring]. 

Ottenheimer, Adele. 1999. Catalog of United States perfins by location: a companion reference to Catalog of 
United States perfins. 

Randall, John M. 1991. Catalog of perfinned precancels of the United States (1st ed.)  
Randall, John M. 1998. Catalog of United States perfins: a catalog and album of security punches on United 

States postage stamps, 1908-1998.[3rd ed.] 
Randall, John M. 2002. Additions & corrections #1 [to 1998 US catalog] 
Richerson, Bill. [1976.] [Index to The Perfins Bulletin (only started) 1945-1963]. 
Richerson, Bill D. 1978. Rev. perfin cat. 
Rickard, Harry. 1985. U.S. perfins catalog second update. [A&C for Balough 1979.] 
Rickard, Harry; 1986. U.S. perfins catalog third update. [A&C for Balough 1979.] 
Rickard, Harry; 1986. U.S. perfins catalog fourth update: why so many new varieties? [A&C for Balough 

1979.] 
Rickard, Harry. 1986. U.S. perfins catalog fifth update. [A&C for Balough 1979.] 
Rink, William L. 2017. United States telephone stamps, franks, coupons, plus covers, perfins, postcards, passes 

and more: telephone philatelic catalog and price guide (1st ed.) 
Roy, Rudy. c1993. Cumulative index; The Perfins Bulletin, 1945-1992.  
Schwerdt, Robert J. 1992. The world perfins catalog. American section.  
Schwerdt, Robert J. 1994. The world perfins catalog. European section. 
Schwerdt, Robert J. 1995. The world perfins catalog. African section. 
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Schwerdt, Robert J. 1996. The world perfins catalog. Asian section. 
Snow, Raymond A. 1972-1973. Correspondence regarding the First National Bank of Boston perfin. 
Spaulding, Chuck. 1996. Index of United States perfin users. 
Sperring, Robert. 1973. A checklist of perfins on the United States parcel post stamps (Q1-Q12).  
Spaulding, Chuck. [1999-2002.] Rev-perfs work sheets.  
Swalwell, Irving V. 1967. Historical membership information, roster and master index, 1945 thru 1966 (22 

calendar years).  
Swenson, C.M. 1964. Topical perfin listing; Word perfins on United States stamps.  
Travell. Warren. [n.d.] Catalog of perforate initial stamps.  
Van Lint, Victor J. c1958. Illustrations of United States perfins. 
Van Lint, Victor J. c1958. Illustrations of United States perfins [electronic resource]. 
Van Lint, Victor J. 1959. Addendum to Illustrations of U.S. perfins. 
Woolley, Robert J. [n.d.]. Identical perfin designs on stamps of United States and Canada. 
 
Uruguay 
Various. [Clip file, Uruguay] 
 
Venezuela 
Virginy, Guy Buvat de. [n.d.] Los sellos oficiales de Venezuela. 
 
Wales 
Edwards, T.A.1985. Y catalog bach perffinau Cymraeg = Catalogue of Welsh perfins. 
 
Yugoslavia  
Kruse, Alfred. 2011. Firmenlochungen des ehemaligen Jugoslawien = Perfins of the former Yugoslavia: Vom 

Beginn der k.u.k.-Zeit bis zum 2. Weltkrieg = From the beginning of the k.u.k.-period to the World War II. 
 
Misc. 
Van Lint, Victor J. 1958. Album for official perfins. 
 
 

Journals 
 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Lochungen. Lochungen Rundbrief: Mitteilungsblatt der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Lochungen. 
Association Nationale de Collectionneurs de Timbres Perfores. ANCOPER: bulletin de liaison. 
British North America Philatelic Society, Canadian Perfins Study Group. BNA Perforator. 
Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Firmen- und behördliche Lochungen. Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Firmen- und 

behördliche Lochungen Rundbrief.  
Hallock Card. Perfins  
Dansk Perfin Samlerklub. Perfin-Posten.  
Engelbrecht, Peter. Perfinisten = Perfinist 
Perfins Club. Perfins Bulletin 
The Perfins Club. Rev-Perfs Newsletter. 
Perfin Club of New Zealand and Australia. South Pacific perfin bulletin.  
Perfin Society. The G.B. Perfin Society Bulletin. 
Security Endorsement and Perfin Society of Great Britain. Security Endorsement and Perfin Society of Great 

Britain Bulletin (Great Britain). 
Společnost teritoriální filatelie SČF. Perfiny. 
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In Addition: 
 
The David Straight Memorial Philatelic Union 
Catalog, is accessible through the APRL  
 
The Philatelic Union Catalog, hosted by the 
American Philatelic Research Library, allows you 
to search the holdings of multiple philatelic 
libraries simultaneously. Searchable library 
holdings include those of: 

• The APRL 
• The Collectors Club (NY)  
• The Collectors Club of Chicago  
• The Greene Foundation  
• The Northwest Philatelic Library  
• The Postal History Foundation  
• The Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library  
• The Royal Philatelic Society London  
• The Scandinavian Collectors Club  
• The Spellman Museum of Stamps & 

Postal History  
• The Smithsonian Libraries - National 

Postal Museum  
• The Western Philatelic Library  
• The Wineburgh	 Philatelic	 Research	

Library	
 
The Philatelic Union Catalog contains records 
for books, journals, auction catalogs, and other 

library holdings. The types of materials 
included and level of comprehensiveness vary 
by library. 
 
The Philatelic Union Catalog is part of the 
Philatelic Librarians Group, which also includes 
the Philatelic Librarians Roundtable (held both 
in person at stamp shows and by conference 
call) and the Philatelic Library Forum, an 
online discussion group. You don’t need to be 
a librarian to join; the group includes library 
trustees, volunteers, and staff, as well as others 
interested in philatelic libraries and literature. 
 
Journal Article Index 
 
In addition to the library holdings, the Union 
Catalog also includes journal article records. 
The majority of these come from PHLNDX, 
compiled by Gene Fricks. The journal article 
records are provided as a research resource. 
The libraries in the Union Catalog may or may 
not hold the journal issue containing a specific 
article. In order to determine if a library has the 
article, search the catalog for the journal title. 

  

What Is It? 
Steve Endicott (LM# 2284) 

 
While sorting through two separately acquired, 
large accumulations of perfins I stumbled across 
the two stamps shown nearby. The perfins are 
large, incomplete patterns. They are both in Scott 

696, the 15 cent definitive stamp perforated 11 by 
10.5, that set being issued between 1926 and 1934. 
 
Does anyone have an idea of what the pattern 
might be? Have you ever seen one? 
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Some Differences in Romanian Perfins 
Jack Brandt (LM# 14) 

 
I recently bought a collection of Romanian perfins 
because it was reported to have a lot of revenue 
perfins. There were many revenue perfins present, 
and I got 25+ new types, many of which were not 
listed in the Erös catalog (1996).  These I will 
discuss at a later time. 
 
Having traded with Lázlo Erös extensively I had a 
fair collection of the postal perfins of Romania, so I 
did not expect too much from the postal part of the 
collection. However, I was pleased to add about a 
dozen new types, and also made an interesting 
discovery about one of the cataloged postal 
patterns. 
 
My discovery relates to the PhS perfin, found in 
most Romanian perfin collections. There are at 
least two die types of this pattern. Overlaying the 
two types you will find many small differences, but 
the major difference is that one pattern has one 
more hole than the other. The difference is in the 
loop of the “P”, next to the vertical bar of the “h”. 
Once you recognize this difference it is obvious. 
The only question is whether the dies are from a 
single machine or are from separate machines. The 
illustration of the split pattern shows parts of the 
two perfins, both of the “two pin variety”. I don’t 
have enough of the PhS pattern to give statistics, 
however, I do have twice as many of the “one pin” 
variety as of the other. Issues are similar and so do 
not help. I expect that these are the product of 
separate machines. 
 

       
One hole var.                      Two hole var. 

 
Comparison (1h = red; 2h = black) 

 
[Ed note: The arrow points to the single hole of the 
1-hole pattern flanked by the two holes of the 2-
hole variety. Based on the position of the one hole 
relative to the two holes this difference can not be 
the result of a broken pin, but represents a true 
difference between the dies.] 
 
Romania has other patterns with similar 
discrepancies. A couple of additional patterns are 
illustrated. The first is the B.C.I. with the central 
bar of the “B” different and the second period 
shifted. (I also wonder if there is more to this 
pattern.) 

 

       
 

Another pattern with differences is the S.J.T. 
perfin; the “S” is quite different in the illustrated 
patterns. Both of these have been recognized 
before; they may be dies on a single machine or 
may be from different machines. 
 

       
 

Erös does not list users of these patterns, but 
unreported covers with the users identified may be 
out there in collections. 
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Perfins in Stamps with Guidelines 
Steve Endicott (LM# 2284) 

 
Lines are seen in the margins between stamps as 
joint lines in coil stamps and as guidelines in 
imperforate stamps, both the result of the 
production process.  The joint lines are usually 
collected as coil line pairs.  I discussed these in an 
article in the September/October 2019 issue of the 
Bulletin, along with their uncommon occurrence 
with perfins.  In this article, I will discuss perfins as 
seen in stamps with guidelines. 
 
Guidelines were used in flat press panes of 400 
stamps (20 rows by 20 columns of stamps) to serve 
as guides for the printer in order to cut the panes 
into four sheets of 100 stamps (10 rows by 10 
columns each).  These are seen in various 
imperforate printings of some Washington/Franklin 
stamps and other definitive size stamps in that time 
period, such as the 1909 two cent Lincoln issue 
(Scott #368).  An example of the vertical and 
horizontal guidelines is shown nearby in a center 
line block of four of a Washington 2 cent stamp 
(Scott #409).  In this article I will focus on 
guidelines seen in the Schermack Type III stamps 
with perfins. 
 

 
 
In the beginning, stamps were prepared for use in a 
Schermack affixing and mailing machine by first 
horizontally cutting the 400 stamp panes into 20 
stamp strips (of 20 each) and then pasting the strips 
together into long coil strips (called “ribbons” at 
that time).  The ribbons were fed into the 
Schermack machine, always face up, cut from the 
ribbon and then automatically affixed to an 

envelope.  This process was used for marketing and 
advertising mail. 
 
As the interest in the Schermack affixing and 
mailing machine increased, a more efficient process 
for constructing the ribbons was developed. The 
left and right side margins of 400 stamp panes were 
trimmed, leaving a small (1/4 to 3/8 inch) margin 
on the left side.  Then the entire 400 stamp panes 
were pasted together using the remaining small 
margin to paste the panes together.  150 panes were 
joined this way, producing a “belt” of 60,000 
imperforate stamps. (As an analogy, think of a roll 
of steel.)  At this point, the belt of 60,000 
imperforate stamps was fed into a perforator which 
punched the rectangular slots indicative of the 
Schermack Type III perforations and the belts were 
slit into 20 ribbons, each consisting of 3,000 
stamps.  Finally, the ribbons were fed into the 
Schermack affixing and mailing machine.  After 
properly locating and positioning the stamp, perfin 
control holes were punched as appropriate. The 
stamp was then cut from the ribbon and affixed to 
the envelope to be mailed.  This was accomplished 
at a speed of 250 stamps per minute. 
 
Many of the envelopes and stamps with Schermack 
Type III perforations and control holes were 
destroyed by the recipients.  However, as a result of 
the fine work and census conducted by Curt McCoy 
[#3962], it has now been documented that more of 
these Schermacks with control holes survived than 
had been earlier realized. 
 
Thinking about one 20 stamp strip for a moment, it 
is apparent that the vertical guideline will appear 
just after the 10th stamp (to the right side of the 
stamp) or just before the 11th stamp (to the left 
side), depending on how precise the cut was 
between stamps.  Occurring once every 20 stamps 
means that vertical guidelines can be found in a 
maximum of 5% of the Schermack stamps. 
Similarly, depending on how the coil strips were 
horizontally cut, the horizontal guidelines will be 
found above the stamp or below the stamps a 
maximum of 5% of the time.  The production 
process often renders the horizontal guidelines 
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difficult to see.  Examples are shown nearby.  The 
stamps are shown here from the front and from the 
back for clarity.  But remember that Schermacks 

with control holes are always read from the front 
side of a properly oriented stamp. 

 
Vertical guidelines 

         
Sch000037 Sc345                        Sch000037 Sc345 

 
Horizontal guidelines 

       
Sch000037 Sc344                         Sch000179 Sc344 

 
What about the centerline situation?  Both vertical 
and horizontal guidelines will be seen in a single 
Schermack coil with perfin control holes a 
maximum of only once in every 400 stamps, that is 
0.25% of the time (just one quarter of one percent 
of the time).  These are difficult to find in these 
elusive Schermack stamps.  I have only found six.  
Two examples are shown nearby.  Those that I have 
found are listed in Table #1. 
Table #1 

Schermack Scott # Center Position 
Sch. 000019 344 Bottom left 
Sch. 000069 409 Bottom right 
Sch. 001245 343 Bottom right 
Sch. 002356 343 Bottom left 
Sch. 013579 343 Top left 
Sch. 034678 383 Top right 
 

 
Centerline guidelines 

       
Sch000069 Sc409                    Sch034678 Sc343 

 
Please check your collections and let me know if 
you have other examples.  I look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
References 

1. Curt McCoy, The 2014 “Schermack 
Control Perforation Census (Parts I to VI)”, 
The United States Specialist, February 

2014 through July 2014. (reprinted/revised 
in The Perfins Bulletin, 2017 through 
2018.) 

2. Steven Belasco, Guide to United States 
Vending and Affixing Machine Perforations 
1907-1927, United States Stamp Society, 
2009.
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2020 Convention Update 
 

August 24 - 29, 2020 
North Charleston Marriott Hotel, 4770 Goer Dr., North Charleston, SC  

 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information that follows will keep you up-to-date on the ongoing planning which we still hope will bear fruit. 
 
Registration packet: Will be mailed shortly to all 
members of Precancel Stamp Society (PSS). If 
members do not receive a Registration Form, or if 
they have questions about the information they 
received, they should contact Gene Byers at 
ehbyers.bloom.il@gmail.com. Note registration form 
will be printed in the July/August Bulletin. Note that 
checks for payment of all Registration items should 
be made payable to Gene Byers. All forms and 
payments should be returned to Gene at 1914 
Longwood Lane, Bloomington, IL 61704-0567 

Hotel Reservations: Please when calling 
Reservations for the North Charleston Marriott Hotel, 
4770 Goer Dr., North Charleston, SC (1-888-747-
1900) be sure and ask for the Precancel Stamp Society 
rate. 
 
 It is most helpful if you present your information in 
the following order:  

1. Request a reservation to stay at the North 
Charleston Marriott Hotel, 4770 Goer Dr., 

Status of the Charleston Convention 
As of this writing, the Convention remains scheduled as planned, although we continue to watch and carefully 
consider the COVID-19 situation along with any government restrictions on travel and social gatherings. Many 
of our members are in the higher-risk senior citizen category. We all look forward to the annual Convention, but 
obviously we will not be able to attend this year if health safety so dictates. 

The Executive Board continues to monitor the situation. We will post status updates on our Club website. 
Holding the Convention is the decision of the Precancel Stamp Society. However, collectors from our Club 
attend, trade and sell perfins and our Club holds several events during the week, including our annual meeting. 
A final decision regarding our Club’s participation will be made in mid-June, in time to announce the decision 
in the July-August issue of our Bulletin. 

In the meantime, stay safe, practice good hygiene and social distancing. As philatelists, we are certainly having 
an opportunity for many hours of working with our stamps and collections. Take a moment to call a fellow 
collector to say hello, to check on their situation and to share stamp stories. I am certain that your friend will 
appreciate the social interaction – even if it needs to be from a distance via a phone call. 
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1. Provide your arrival date (Aug. ??) and 
departure date (August ??) 2019 and contact 
information (name, address, phone number, 
and credit card number); and,  

2. Provide our Group name "Precancel Stamp 
Society 2019 Convention" for which the group 
room rate is $119.   

If members have difficulty making hotel reservations, 
please contact PSS Convention Manager, Gene 
Byers  (address above). 
 
You can also register online - just be sure you have 
the right Marriott (address at left) and also be sure to 
follow step 3 under “Hotel Reservations”  
 
The "UPDATES" that follow will answer some 
questions you might still have. 
 
The Auction: Donation lots will be gratefully 
accepted as well as lots to be sold for a commission 
of 20%.  Donation lots need to have an estimated 
value of at least US$10 and commission lots should 
have an estimated value of at least US$50. Check 
your Stamp Room for "Treasures" that you have 
collected or inherited that are in need of a new home 
and take or send them to the Auction. We plan on 
having a list of auction items available at the 
Convention. The earlier members submit their lots, 
the easier it will be for them to be included on the list. 
Lots will also be accepted at the Convention 
(Wednesday at the latest). For more information 

about the Auction protocol, email Gene Byers at 
ehbyers.bloom.il@gmail.com. 
 
Booster Bucks: Whether you are traveling to the 
Convention in North Charleston, SC or not, we ask 
everyone to consider making a financial donation to 
support the costs of the convention.  You may use the 
Registration Form to mail in Booster Bucks 
Donations.  
 
Bourse Tables: Unfortunately, all available tables 
have been sold out.  All the more reason to come 
because there will be plenty of stamps changing 
hands.   
 
Coffee Station: Regular and decaffeinated coffee 
as well as water are planned to be available for all six 
mornings, Monday through Saturday at the 
Convention. We are always looking for coffee 
sponsors as this is a staple of all conventions.  Our 
convention attendees drink a lot of coffee and costs 
continue to rise.  So, if you enjoy coffee or just want 
to help defray some of the costs, please consider 
making a donation.  All donations, no matter the size, 
are always appreciated.  
 
Companion Activities: A Companion Convention 
Daily Schedule is being finalized and will be 
available at the Convention.  There are many things 
to do in North Charleston, some of which will be 
included, some of which will not.  

 
 

The Perfins Club Annual Meeting 
Steve Endicott (LM2284) 

 
Please plan to join us for our annual convention and 
business meeting at the combined conventions of 
The Perfins Club and The Precancel Stamp Society 
-- August 24 - 29, 2020, to be held at the North 
Charleston Marriott Hotel (hotel information on the 
previous or the last page). 
 
Please remember that in addition to the Business 
Meeting discussed later in this note, there will be 
many, many hours for stamp collecting: buying, 
selling, trading and discussing perfins! More about 
the availability of activities in the next Bulletin.

A tentative agenda for our annual business meeting 
is shown on the next page. If members would like to 
have topics considered as New Business, they are 
requested to send a written request of the topic to 
my attention for my receipt prior to July 15, 2019. 
Because of time limitations it will not be possible to 
consider unscheduled business items at the Annual 
Business Meeting. Any such requests that are not 
discussed at the Annual Business Meeting will be 
forwarded to the Executive Board for consideration 
at a later date.
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The Perfins Club 2020 Annual Business 
Meeting 

Thursday August 27, 2020, at 1:00pm 
 

Agenda 
Call to Order 
Member Self-introductions 
Minutes of 2018 Annual Meeting 
Treasurer's Report 
Managers' Reports 
Old Business 

New Business 
Report on nominations for Executive Board 

Positions 
Ballot of election entered by Secretary for the Club 

for all non-contested Positions 
Award Announcements: 

2019 Floyd Walker Award 
   2019 Hallock Card Award 
Other Announcements 
Closed Albums 
Adjournment 

 
We hope to see you in North Charleston! 

 

A 1956 QSL Postcard Mailed with Kiosk Perfin Stamps from the 
Netherlands 

George A. Miura (#3906) 
 

I recently purchased the item illustrated in Figures 1 
and 2 because of my collecting interest in amateur 
radio QSL cards mailed with perfin postage.  
 

 
Fig. 1. The address side of an amateur radio PA0HU 
QSL card mailed from Amsterdam in 1956 with two 
Netherlands postage stamps with a “K” perfin. 
 
 I was curious about the use of the Netherlands 
stamps with the “K” perfin (Figure 3) because I have 
a few problematic QSL cards with perfins in my 
collection where the valid perfin users were not 
connected to radio stations.  I also knew of similar 
unexplained perfin usage on QSL cards in the 
philatelic literature 

 
Fig. 2. Reverse side of an amateur radio PA0HU 
QSL card mailed from Amsterdam in 1956. 
 
 I was curious about the use of the Netherlands 
stamps with the “K” perfin (Figure 3) because I have 
a few problematic QSL cards with perfins in my 
collection where the valid perfin users were not 
connected to radio stations.  I also knew of similar 
unexplained perfin usage on QSL cards in the 
philatelic literature 
 
My internet searches later made clear that the 
postage stamps were used properly with this QSL 
card.  However, the user of the “K” perfin was 
Amsterdamsche Kiosk Onderneming, a Dutch chain 
with over a hundred stores that sold books and 
magazines in the Netherlands, and appeared to have 
had no obvious association with amateur 
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radio.  The puzzlement created by a mismatched 
perfin user and a radio station was straightened out 
once I learned of the firm’s novel marketing 
approach that allowed widespread use of a special 
class of kiosk perfin stamps.1 
 

 
Fig. 3. Postage stamps with a “K” perfin that was 

sold by the firm Amsterdamsche Kiosk 
Onderneming to the general population at its many 

kiosk locations. 
 
My internet searches later made clear that the 
postage stamps were used properly with this QSL 
card.  However, the user of the “K” perfin was 
Amsterdamsche Kiosk Onderneming, a Dutch 
chain with over a hundred stores that sold books 
and magazines in the Netherlands, and appeared to 
have had no obvious association with amateur 
radio.  The puzzlement created by a mismatched 
perfin user and a radio station was straightened out 
once I learned of the firm’s novel marketing 
approach that allowed widespread use of a special 
class of kiosk perfin stamps. 
 
In an article entitled “Kiosk Stamps”, the author 
explained that Amsterdamsche Kiosk 
Onderneming used perfins to minimize theft of its 
Netherland stamps and sold postage with three 
different “K” patterns to the general public from 
1895 to 1967 (Figure 4).2   The rightmost initial was 
identical to the perfin on my QSL card.2, 3   
 
The ham operator of the PA0HU station most likely 
chose to purchase the perfin stamps at one of the 
convenient kiosks located at railway stations and 
mailed a reply QSL card from Amsterdam to the 
operator at the distant station in Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada.  For the ease of purchase at the kiosk, 
customers paid an additional charge for the perfin 
stamps, a model adopted by other Dutch kiosk 
vendors with their own perfins.2, 3     

 
Fig.4. Netherlands stamps showing the three “K” 

perfin patterns used by Amsterdamsche Kiosk 
Onderneming.  Left to right:  K 1, 1895 - 1937; K 

2, 1927 - 1959; and K 3, 1953 - 1967. 
 

A Netherlands specialist would probably recognize 
kiosk stamps right away and would know that their 
use was above-board.  Instead I had to learn the 
nuances of the kiosk stamps from scratch.  Now it 
was simple for me to realize that the kiosk stamps 
were extremely handy for tourist postcards (Figure 
5) but that the price tag for these stamps probably 
would have discouraged their indiscriminate use by 
radio operators.  
 

 
 

Fig. 5 Figure 5.  A Nederlands stamp with a 
known variant of the K 3 perfin with missing pin 

11 on a postcard mailed in private 
ccorrespondence from Amsterdam, Netherlands to 

Lima, Peru in 1962. 
 

 
Literature Cited 
1 Lyding, John. 1996. QSL-QSO Cards with 
Perfins. The Perfins Bulletin 55: 55-56.  .   
 
2  ]Hill, Dave. 2000. Kiosk Stamps.  Perfin Society 
Bulletin. 307 (Aug): 6-7 
 
3  Verhoeven, J. L.; van der Lee, Nico. 2016. 
Catalogus van de perfins van Nederland en OR. 
Third edition; 13.   
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Changes Coming to Club Auctions 
 

 
In an attempt to increase participation in the Club’s 
auctions several changes are being implemented 
which we hope will make bidding easier. The 
primary change is a reduction in the size of the 
auctions to make them less overwhelming. 
Specifically, each auction will be limited to 
approximately 100 lots, a manageable number to 
review. Ideally the 100 lots will be: about 50% U. S. 
perfins; about 35% foreign perfins; and, the 
remaining 15% covers and miscellaneous materials 
related to perfins collecting. 
 
We believe that this reduction in lots will enhance 
interest in those lots simply by not being among an 
overwhelming number of lots. 
 
Lots which do not sell at auction will be offered via 
the Bulletin on a first-come-first-served basis at the 

minimum price published for items in the auction. 
After a period of 30 days, any lots that remain unsold 
will be announced at a non-Club site with the proviso 
that the buyer needs to join the Perfins Club to 
participate and purchase the material. The intent of 
these measures is to increase interest and 
participation in the auctions, while directly 
benefitting sellers and reducing the amount of 
returns of unsold materials. 
 
Results of Auction 161 are presented below. There 
were only 11 bidders for materials submitted by 4 
sellers. Mixtures and covers were strong sellers in 
this auction. Lots marked NS (no sale) are being 
offered on a first-come-first-served basis to Club 
members  - see Jan/Feb Bulletin for description of 
the available lots.

 

Results of Auction 161 
 

Lot 
# Price 

Lot 
# Price 

Lot 
# Price 

Lot 
# Price 

Lot 
# Price 

Lot 
# Price 

Lot 
# Price 

1 NS 22 NS 43 $4.25 64 NS 85 NS 106 $0.50 127 NS 
2 NS 23 NS 44 $3.50 65 $3.00 86 $3.00 107 NS 128 NS 
3 NS 24 $6.00 45 NS 66 NS 87 NS 108 NS 129 NS 
4 $4.25 25 NS 46 NS 67 NS 88 NS 109 $0.50 130 $3.00 
5 NS 26 NS 47 NS 68 NS 89 NS 110 $0.50 131 NS 
6 $0.50 27 $6.00 48 NS 69 NS 90 $3.00 111 NS 132 NS 
7 NS 28 NS 49 NS 70 NS 91 NS 112 NS 133 NS 
8 $1.00 29 NS 50 $3.00 71 $5.00 92 NS 113 NS 134 NS 
9 $1.50 30 NS 51 $3.00 72 NS 93 $1.00 114 NS 135 NS 

10 NS 31 NS 52 NS 73 NS 94 $3.00 115 NS 136 NS 
11 NS 32 $1.50 53 NS 74 NS 95 NS 116 NS 137 NS 
12 NS 33 NS 54 NS 75 NS 96 $3.00 117 NS 138 NS 
13 NS 34 NS 55 NS 76 NS 97 $3.00 118 NS 139 NS 
14 NS 35 $6.00 56 NS 77 NS 98 NS 119 NS 140 NS 
15 $3.00 36 $6.00 57 NS 78 $3.00 99 NS 120 NS 141 NS 
16 $0.50 37 NS 58 $1.50 79 $3.00 100 NS 121 NS 142 NS 
17 NS 38 NS 59 $3.00 80 NS 101 NS 122 $1.00 143 NS 
18 $1.00 39 NS 60 NS 81 NS 102 NS 123 NS 144 NS 
19 NS 40 NS 61 NS 82 NS 103 NS 124 NS 145 $3.00 
20 $1.00 41 NS 62 $3.00 83 NS 104 NS 125 NS 146 NS 
21 NS 42 NS 63 NS 84 $1.00 105 NS 126 NS 147 NS 



 

The Perfins Bulletin – May/June 2020 – Page  56 

Results of Auction 161 (Cont.) 

 

Lot 

# Price 

Lot 

# Price 

Lot 

# Price 

Lot 

# Price 

Lot 

# Price 

Lot 

# Price 

Lot 

# Price 

148 NS 155 $20.00 162 $3.25 169 $7.50 176 $2.75 183 $5.00 190 $0.50 

149 NS 156 $8.50 163 $7.50 170 $21.00 177 $4.25 184 $3.25 191 $0.50 

150 NS 157 $1.50 164 $5.00 171 $1.00 178 $2.75 185 $2.75 192 NS 

151 NS 158 $8.50 165 $10.00 172 $8.00 179 NS 186 $2.75 193 $4.00 

152 NS 159 $8.50 166 $3.25 173 $5.50 180 $6.00 187 $2.25 194 $1.00 

153 $30.00 160 $14.50 167 $16.00 174 $32.50 181 NS 188 $1.50     

154 $15.00 161 $20.00 168 $37.50 175 $5.00 182 $2.00 189 NS Tot. $422.75 

 

Table of contents – Encyclopedia of Topical Perfins – Part 1 
With prices for Individual Printed Sections 

 

Section Perfins by Topical Subject # of 
pages 

Member 
Price 

001 Advertising agency  

2 
  

$2.00 
  

002 Airline / airplane - manufacture/ sales related  

003 Art supplies - sales 

004 Attorney at law / Law office 
2 $2.00 

005 Auction - sales 

006 
Audit (finance) - service || Bank / Capital management service / Factoring company / 
Financial management service / Risk (financial) advice / Tax service / Trust company || 
Appraisal services (credit/financial) 

18 $3.00 

007 Business machine (addressing, adding, cash, computing, dictation, duplicating, receipt, 
typewriting, ) - manufacture / sales || Perforator - manufacture / sales  

2 $2.00 

008 
Perfins by city/town of use    see... Ottenheimer (Ref. 0984) or Endcott (Ref. 0868 electronic 
version) ----- N.A. 

009 Perfins by state of use  see... Ottenheimer (Ref. 0984) or Endcott (Ref. 0868 electronic 
version) 

----- N.A. 

010 Calendar - manufacture / sales 
2 $2.00 

011 Carpet - manufacture / sales  

012 Chemical (inorganic, inorganic) product - manufacture / sales 4 $2.00 

013 Cinderella perfins ||various specific as Christmas seals, Fakes and forgeries, Fantasies, etc. 6 $2.00 

014 Clothing (mens') / Uniforms - manufacture / sales; and Tailors 4 $2.00 

015 Clothing (woman’s) / Furs / Millinery / Perfume / Uniforms (military / other) - manufacture / 
sales; and, Tailors  

6 $2.00 

016 
Club (philatelic) pattern / Personal (non-commercial) pattern / Philatelic (noncommercial) 
pattern / Society (philatelic pattern) || Benelovent, Charity or Fraternal organization / Political 
organization / Professional group / society  / Society (commercial pattern) / Union (labor)  

10 $2.00 

017 Coal / Coke / Gas company (home delivered) / Ice - production / sales 4 $2.00 

018 Collared perfins 
2 $2.00 

019 Commemoratives with perfins 

020 
Construction company / equipment / material /  - original build / repair / manufacture / sales; 
and, Building materials / Cement - production manufacture / sales  

6 $2.00 
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TOC – Encyclopedia of Topical Perfins (Cont.) 

021 Department store - sales || Dry goods || Five & dime || Mercantile || Mail order 6 $2.00 

022 Double punched perfins |diff. pat in single stamp ||same pattern multiple in single stamp || 
Foldover pattern 

2 $2.00 

023 Douglas Patent security Punch 2 $2.00 

024 
Medical supplies/ Dental supplies / Optical supplies/ Drug / Patent medicines - formulation / 
sales- manufacture / supply / sales  6 $2.00 

025 Education related (Board of education, School, High School, College, University) 6 $2.00 

026 Electric appliance/ fixture / tool - manufacture / sales  10 $2.00 

027 Elevator - manufacture / sales (people movers not grain elevators) 
2 $2.00 

028 Engine - manufacture / sales 
029 Engineering Inspection - service 

2 $2.00 
030 

Entertainment company / Movie company / Theater company / Newsreel - production / 
distribution / presentation; and, Radio - manufacture / sales   

031 
Exhibitions / Exposition (international, national, trade, etc) || "Official" perfinned covers from 
philatelic conventions 

2 $2.00 

032 Textile / Dye (fabric) - manufacture / sales 3 $2.00 

033 
Agricultural (Farm) equipment / products / tools / Animal husbandry / Dairy products / 
Fertilizer / Livestock - manufacture / sales  14 $3.00 

034 Stock feed - production / sales || Pet products-  production / sales 

035 Blasting powder / Cartridge (firearm) / Explosives / Gun / Gunpowder / Matches (incendiary) 
/ Rifle - manufacture / sales  

2 $2.00 

036 
Food / Grocery / Bakery / Candy / Confectionery / Restaurant / Retail store (food) - 
production / packaging / preparation / sales (wholesale / retail) 3 $2.00 

037 Foreign perfin patterns in US stamps || British || Canadian || Chinese ||Cuban || Japanese || 
Puerto Rican  4 $2.00 

038 Glass - manufacture / sales  

039 
Governmental - Services / Agencies || Ionternational || Federal gov. || Territioial gov. || State 
gov. || County gov. || City/Municipal gov. 10 $2.00 

040 Hardware / Abrasives / Glue / Knives (folding / sheath / pocket) / Plumbing fixture & supply 
/ Rope / Saw - manufacture / sales (wholesale / retail) 

6 $2.00 

041 
Harness / Industrial drive belt (leather) / Leather goods / Saddle / Tack (for horses) - 
manufacture / sales 2 $2.00 

042 Health & beauty aids / Toiletries - formulation / sales    2 $2.00 

043 Health agency / Hospital / Welfare (non-governmental) agency || Dentist / Doctor / Medical 
practitioner 

2 $2.00 

044 Hotel  2 $2.00 

045 
Furnace / Furniture (home) / Home furnishings / Household  goods / Interior decoration / 
Kitchenware / Knives (kitchenware or dining) / Rug / Wallpaper / Cleaning products 
(household) - manufacture / sales  

4 $2.00 

046 Illegal patterns 4 $2.00 

047 Imperforate US Perfins  
2 $2.00 

048 In booklet panes 

049 In both postage and revenue stamps 22 $3.00 

050 In dollar issues 6 $2.00 

051 Oversize stamps, perfins in 10 $2.00 
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052 
Electric tool or device /  Industrial machinery, tool or component / Printing press / Pump - 
manufacture / sales 8 $2.00 

053 Insurance agency / brokerage || Appraisal services (property) / Property appraisal services 26 $3.00 

054 Library 

4 $2.00 055 Lumber / Pulp & Paper - Production /Sales; and, Timber Management / Forestry Related 

056 Mail Servicing Companies (posting, private box, couriers, etc.) 
057 Mass Transit (bus; for trains see Topics 076 and 077) 2 $2.00 

058 
Food Processing Operation as: Abattoir (slaughterhouse) / Glue / Grain mill / Meat packing 
plant (& related company) / Mills - food products / Slaughterhouses / Stock yard 4 $2.00 

059 
Aluminum / Brass / Cable / Copper / Iron / Metal / Nickel / Steel / Wire / Zinc  - processing / 
fabrication / sales; and, Foundry (Metal works) / Metal works / Mills (metals) || Minerals / 
Ore - extraction; and, Mining 

10 $2.00 

060 
Military unit; Military equipment / Military memorabilia / Sabre / Uniforms (military / other) 
- manufacture / sales  2 $2.00 

061 Bonding company / Mortgage company / Surety company 2 $2.00 

062 
Instruments (band / musical) / Phonograph / Piano - manufacture / sales; Music company; 
and, Musical (instrument) supply company 4 $2.00 

063 
Book / Journal / Magazine / Newspaper / Periodical /other Publications - publication / 
distribution / sales; and, Lithography company / Printing company / Publisher; and Printing 
press - manufacture / sales || Type foundry  

16 $3.00 

064 Non-definitive stamps, perfins in only  2 $2.00 

065 Gasoline (auto) / Lubricant / Oil / - Petroleum - production / sales; and, Refining company  8 $2.00 

066 One cent greens of 1908-1911, perfins in the 4 $2.00 

067 Paint / Pigment (paint) / Varnish - production / sales 4 $2.00 

068 Perfin patterns first used in 1908-1909 12 $3.00 

069 Perfin garden / Plant (botanical) related perfins 2 $2.00 

070 Animal related perfins / Perfin zoo 2 $2.00 

071 Perfins in coils 12 $3.00 

072 Periodic Table related perfins 6 $2.00 

073 
Commercial photography / Photo studio / Photographer / Photographic supply / Photographs 
- manufacture / sales; and related  2 $2.00 

074 Pottery - manufacture / sales  

075 Prepers 4 $2.00 

076 Railroad / Railway / Streetcar - company 22 $3.00 

077 Railroad car / locomotive / equipment / parts - manufacture / sales 4 $2.00 

078 Land / Property management company; and, Real estate agency  2 $2.00 

079 
Church related organization / Religion affiliated organization; and, Religious supply - 
manufacture / sales  2 $2.00 

080 School supply - manufacture / sales 2 $2.00 
 
Should you wish printed copies of multiple topics, 

pricing is based on total pages ordered on the 

following sliding scale: 

1-10  - Pages - $2.00 

11-20 pages - $3.00 

21-30 pages - $4.00 

 

At the present time all prices are postpaid. 



 

The Perfins Bulletin – May/June 2020 – Page 59 

New Material for the Sales Circuit 
By Bob Combs 

 
In response to the article about our Club’s sales circuit in the last issue of the Bulletin, a member has submitted 
four thousand United States perfins on consignment for the circuit! I now have this new supply of perfins rated 
from F to B for sale. There is lots of new material. Tell me what interests you and I will send some interesting 
material. My contact information is to be found on page 42. 

 

Secretary’s Report 
 
New Members: 
 
#4238 Jim Mehrer 
2405 30th Street  
Rock Island, IL. 61201-5518 
email: mehrer@postal-history.com 
Interests: Postal History 
 
#4239 Steven Chapp 
211 Hollywood St.  
Easley, SC 29640-7502 
email: steven.chapp@att.net 
Interests: USA 
 
#4240 Thomas Raub 
802 Benton St. 
Allentown, PA. 18103-5708 
email: motbuar@gmail.com 
Interests: Beer 
 
#4241 Joseph LaPlante 
PO Box 1598 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669-6598 
email:  joelplnt@yahoo.com 
Interests: US + 
 
#4242 Vincent Cox III 
1031 Mid Mashie Way 
Greensboro, GA. 30642-6117 
email: vincentcox705@ymail.com 
Interests: US - General 
 
Reinstated: 
 
#3856 Dave Hamilton 
5950 Bartholomew Cir. 
Lincoln, NE. 68512-1804 
email: davehamilton@windstream.net 
Interests: US 

Change of Address: 
 
Robert Pope 
850 Wixford Way 
Sacramento, CA  95864 
 
Closed Albums: 
 
Kurt Ottenheimer LM#86 
 
Current Membership    451 

 

INVESTIGATE 
PRECANCELS! 

 
Thousands of possibilities at 

minimal cost! 
 

Local and National meetings held 
throughout the year 

 
Monthly magazine 

 
Send $1.00 

 (includes postage) 
for sample copy to: 

 
Promotional Secretary 

Precancel Stamp Society 
Dick Kalmbach 

2658 Ironwood Dr. 
Buford, GA 30519-7070 
Promoprecancels.com 



 

 
The Perfins Bulletin (ISSN 8750-1627; USPS 120-490) is published bi-monthly,.  
The publisher is The Perfins Club, Inc., 329 E. 1st St., Dayton, OH 45402-1705  

Periodicals postage is paid at Kansas City, MO and at additional offices. 
Postmaster: Please send address changes to The Perfins Club, Inc., 6500 Upper Applegate Rd., Jacksonville, OR 9530-9314  

The Perfins Bulletin 
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Jacksonville, OR 97530-9314
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Upcoming Events of Interest 

Annual Dues ARE DUE by June 30, 2020 
 

Seeing a red dot by your name (check your last Bulletin) – Your dues for the 2020-21 fiscal year are payable by 
June 30, 2020 to the Secretary - see p.42 for address. 

 
Fees U.S. addresses Other addresses 
First-time new members $0 $0 
Annual Dues U.S.$15 U.S.$15 
First Class Mail U.S.$7 U.S.$12 Canada 

U.S.$20 Other Countries 
 

Life memberships are available as shown here. Please contact John Hart if interested. 
 

54 or less U.S.$375 Life membership includes The Perfins Bulletin delivered via 
U.S. periodical mail to United States addresses and via 
electronic delivery to addresses outside the United States.  

55 through 69 U.S.$300 
70 or older U.S.$225 

 
Payment accepted by check US$ (see p. 42 for Treasurer’s address) or Paypal at: perfin@charter.net 

 
  

August 24-29, 2020 - PSS/ Perfin Club Convention - North Charleston, 
SC. North Charleston Marriott Hotel, 4770 Goer Dr., North Charleston, SC 
29406. (phone: 1-888-747-1900 by August 3, 2020 ask for Precancel Stamp 
Society Room Rate of $119/night plus taxes good for 3 days before and after 
the Convention). Free airport shuttle. More soon 




